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The fall sports season saw approximately

ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

show tremendous support for our junior high

110 student athletes competing in junior high basketball team.

girls’ basketball, junior high cheerleading,
cross country, golf, boys’ and girls’ soccer,
and volleyball. Our teams were very
competitive because of the hard work and
dedication from our athletes and coaches.

The highlights in the fall included our
volleyball team defeating MMI; the boys’
soccer team beating Line Mountain; our
junior high girls’ basketball team sweeping
Jim Thorpe; and Andrew Vack placing first
in cross-country meets against Mahanoy
Area and Pine Grove.

A girls” soccer program, that was close to
folding last fall, proved to be a very
competitive team with 30 girls participating.

The first practice date for winter sports will be
November 20. Our coaches and players have
been participating in voluntary workouts in
preparation for the upcoming seasons. Winter
sports schedules will be printed in the near
future and can be picked up at both schools and
local businesses in the community.

Weatherly Area Sports Hall of Fame Day will
be celebrated on January 16, 2010. The day
will begin with the Lady Wreckers basketball

team playing host to Panther Valley. The junior

varsity game will begin at 1:00PM with the

varsity game to follow. The boy’s basketball
team will host West Side Tech with the junior
varsity game starting at 6:00PM. The Hall of
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varsity boys” basketball game will follow
the induction ceremonies. A buffet dinner
will be held in the middle school cafeteria
starting at 4:30PM. Hall of Fame
committee members, past and present
inductees, and Wrecker basketball fans are
cordially invited. Dinner details and prices
will be published in the Weatherly section
of the Standard Speaker.

Season tickets for the upcoming basketball
seasons can be purchased at the high school
office from 8:00AM until 3:00PM Monday-
Friday. Varsity boys’ basketball tickets sell
for $30.00 and the varsity girls” basketball
tickets for $33.00. Combination tickets,
which are good for all home games, will sell
for $50.00. Student tickets are $15.00 and
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FROM THE SUYUPERINTENDENT' 'S DESK

I would like to welcome our students and staff back to the start of a new school
year. We are off to a great start. We received our student results on the Pennsylvania
System of School Assessment (PSSA) tests and are pleased to share the good news.
Weatherly Area students have met or exceeded the academic accountability targets
established by Federal and State requirements. Below is an overview of how Weatherly
students’ performance compares to the performance of students statewide in
Mathematics, Reading, Science, and Writing.
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As you can see, our School District performed higher in all categories. For a
detailed, in-depth report by grade and subject, visit our website at www.weatherlysd.org.
We will continue to focus our efforts on improving the academic achievement of our
students. The continued support of our families and school community helps our
students to be successful. Thank you for your continued support.

Mr. Frank Victor — Superintendent

SCHOOL NURSE UPDATE
Information regarding the HIN1 Flu is everywhere. Our administration receives communication from the
CDC, Pennsylvania Department of Health and Pennsylvania Department of Education almost daily.
Weatherly Area School District will continue to update parents as information becomes available.
The CDC is now stressing that it is an unrealistic expectation for physicians to test every person with flu-
like symptoms for the HIN1 virus. They are now shifting their efforts to early detection of symptoms and
containment of the sick person to reduce the spread of the flu.
The Weatherly School District needs your help. If your child is ill, please keep your child home until he
or she is fever free for 24 hours, without a fever reducing medication. In most cases, this means 4-5 days
after the onset of illness. We are closely monitoring absentee rates each day to determine a trend in illness.
We have taken extra precautions including sanitizing school busses daily, disinfecting classroom surface
areas daily, stressing hand washing and the proper way to cough or sneeze. We will solicit the
recommendations of the PA Department of Health, if there are any additional measures that need to be
taken, to provide a safe and healthy environment for our students and staff.

Mrs. Rebekah McFatitlen — School Nurse
@ BOARD BRIEFS B R R R R

The School Board has been busy. First, the Board approved the district budget for the 2009-2010 school year after making
ever effort to reduce expenses. Then, the State Budget Impasse challenged the District. Fortunately, that was recently
resolved and the effects of the final state budget are being reviewed. Additionally, the Board has been seeking a candidate to
replace the Maintenance Supervisor. Mr. Daniel Herman was hired at the October 21, 2009 Regular Meeting. Welcome
aboard!

Other issues that the Board has been working on include the Act 32 of 2008 Earned Income Tax consolidation, changes in
Board policies, keeping current with various legislative issues, upgrades to the athletic fields, roof replacement, and other
capital projects.
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The students of Weatherly

Elementary/Middle School were welcomed
back this fall to a school that abounds with

technology on all levels. Many of the
elementary teachers received new poly-
vision boards to enhance their classroom
instruction.

The Weatherly Elementary/Middle School
PSSA results surpassed the Pennsylvania
State Standards in Reading, Math, Writing
and Science and once again, Weatherly
Elementary/Middle School has met their

Annual Yearly Progress. These results are

thanks to the teamwork of staff, children,
and families. We are looking forward to
doing even better in April 2010 on this
school year’s PSSA tests.

the Black Creek water, Mrs. Katie Leach,
teacher of the gifted program, has chosen a
new SAGE team to work on environmental
issues, and Mrs. Mary Lou Cerullo started a
vocabulary club for all eighth grade students.
Other opportunities for students this school
year are instituting the “Athlete of the Week”
interview to help students understand what it
takes to be a successful scholar/athlete and
, the Red Cross Babysitter Certificate Program.
On October 30, 2009, Mrs. Tiffany Maylath,
social studies teacher, has invited local
veterans into the Weatherly Middle School to
participate in the “Bill of Rights” assembly.
This is part of the Veteran Administration’s
initiative to bring our veterans to school.

In the Weatherly Elementary, there have been

The Weatherly Middle School is expanding a few changes in the roles of teachers to

academic opportunities for all students.
The eighth grade science students under th
supervision of Mrs. Joan Falatovich tested

dddddd HIGH SCcCHOOL

1 would like to welcome all returning
students, new students, and our incoming
freshmen class to Weatherly High
School for the 2009-2010 school year.

I am proud to announce that Weatherly
High School students have once again
made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
based on their performance on the
Pennsylvania State assessments. This is
a credit to our students, our dedicated
faculty & staff, and the support of
parents and guardians. | am hopeful that
this school year we will once again attain
AYP status.

As the new school year begins, | would
like to make you aware of a few changes

maximize our efforts. Mrs. Jane Leib is now
e serving as a Title | Math Coach and Mrs.
Paula DeSpirito is teaching Learning Support
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classroom and the new teacher for the class
is Sue Rentschler. Also working with the
class are Mary Stoffel and Wendisue
Matyas. The new students in the class have
adjusted well to the high school and have
made a positive impact in the building.

Additionally, Katie Leach is now our
Online Facilitator and Gifted Education
teacher, Dawn Stanley is our Special
Education Facilitator, and Misty Balliet is
our new High School Secretary.

We will still be running our Attendance
Matters Program in cooperation with
Partners in Education. Students with perfect
attendance during a quarter are eligible for
various prizes.

on the elementary level. Mr. Robert Boock,
borrowed from his high school duties, has
joined the Weatherly Elementary/Middle
School to assist with computer classes. These
changes will increase individual attention our
students will receive, as well as opportunities
for all students to use the computer technology
at the Weatherly Elementary/Middle School.

Regardless of the changes in technology,
staffing, and classes, the one thing that remains
is a school full of children excited to learn and
do their best. Let’s continue to work together
to make our children successful by taking
advantage of reviewing your child’s school
work, looking over the assignment planner
books provided by the PTA, and consulting the
Weatherly Area School District website to
view homework for the Middle School and to
keep informed of upcoming events at
www.weatherlysd.org

Mrs. Santira Slaviek - Elem/Middle School Principal
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courses for our seniors. This years courses
are being provided by Lackawanna College,
and students will be studying Effective
Speaking, College Writing, Introduction to
Sociology, and Introduction to Psychology.
PSSA testing for all juniors will take place
in April. Students will be tested in Math,
Reading, Writing, and Science.

Finally, I would like to remind
parents/guardians to check out our website-
www.weatherlysd.org- for updates on the
daily happenings in the district.

Mr. Thomas McLaughlin
— High School Principal

HOPSports Program Purchased for Middle School Through Grant

The Weatherly Elementary/Middle School was one of 40 middle schools across
the state to receive a $15,000 grant to implement the Active Schools Program.
The program is the result of a joint initiative supported by the Pennsylvania State
Department of Health and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. Mrs.
Monica Falatko, Physical Education Teacher, hopes to increase physical activity
for middle school students. The Weatherly Area School District has purchased
the HOPSport System with these funds. This program will supplement the
physical education classes which middle school students are presently enrolled.
1t will be offered during various times before school, during lunch periods, after
school to start and will increase as the school year progresses.

Pictured are Middle School Students Involved in the HOPSports Program
Mrs. Monica Falatko— Elem/Middle Physical Education Instructor
BBBBBB TECHNOLOGY NEWS #B88888

Back to school! It was a demanding summer for the IT department. There are several new additions in
technology. With the help of my summer technology assistant, Matthew Caccese, we were able to get a
great deal of work done. Some of the projects included: running wires for wireless internet, moving
computers, setting up interactive whiteboards, and installing new computers.

The new computers we setup consist of 24 iMac computers in Mr. Pino’s computer lab. They all run
Windows XP or Mac OS X. Two Machook laptop carts, total of 43 computers, are now configured to run
Windows XP or Mac OS X as well. This provides a learning environment to allow the students to learn on
multiple operating systems. The middle school also received new computers. There is now a laptop cart
filled with 27 Machbook computers housed in the middle school computer lab.

Along with the computers, we were able to purchase nine new interactive whiteboards for the Elementary
School. All of the boards in the Elementary School were mounted for ease of use for the students and
teachers. All nine new boards are configured and being used. There are six more to be finished by late
October.

The big project for the summer was to get the district setup to have complete wireless coverage. Weatherly
Area School District now has 802.11 a/b/g/n wireless access in most areas and 802.11 a/b/g wireless access
in certain areas located in the elementary and middle school. The district is now able to take full advantage
of wireless computing at any location in the districts buildings.
The Learn and Serve community project is underway. This includes students going over to Heritage Hill
Senior Center and teaching them how to use email. After the residents learn the basics, the students will
help the residents send emails to their family. Currently, there are four computers setup at Heritage Hill and
the students are set to begin teaching in late October.

Mr. David Russell — Coordinator of Technology & Information Services

UUUU IDITAROD Trail - Grade 4 Cross-Curriculum Project

Fourth Grade students at the Weatherly Elementary School recently completed a story unit about
the Iditarod Race. Each student then finished a culminating activity during his or her computer
class. The project involved extensive research on the Internet to prepare a tri-fold pamphlet using
Microsoft Publisher that illustrated and discussed the history, vocabulary, and daily routines of the
Iditarod Race, which is held in Alaska every year. Mr. McGee, computer teacher, also developed a
CPS (Classroom Performance System) trivia competition to test their knowledge on the students’
research. Each student used an infrared remote to answer 15 multiple-choice questions. Mrs.
Peiser designed the beautiful bulletin board, as pictured.

Pictured are Mr. McGee - Computer Science Teacher, Mrs. Peiser — Grade 4 Language Arts
Teacher, A.J. Knepper - trivia contest winner from 4-1, Adam Fagner, Anthony Zinskie - trivia
contest winner from 4-2, and Samantha Knepper.

Mr. John McGee & Mrs. Christina Peiser — Elementary Instructors
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Weatherly Area School District is welcoming a new Multiple Disability Support program at the high School. The classroom teacher is
Suzanne Rentschler also known as Miss Sue. Our class has two instructional assistants, Mary Stoffel and Wendi Sue Matyas. The class
consists of five students with varying ability levels; we can have up to eight students. This class is involved in various activities
throughout the High School building. We are excited to be partaking in the recycling program, collecting and emptying the classroom
bins throughout the entire high school. We are trying to do our small part in creating a better environment. Additionally, daily, we assist
our wonderful cafeteria staff in maintaining a clean cafeteria. If you noticed out in front of the high school building, the planter has and
will continue to be updated seasonally by our MDS students. Home economics is one of our favorite classes, where we learn daily living
skills such as laundry and cooking. Some of our friends here at Weatherly have benefited as we pass by in the halls delivering goodies.
You will also be noticing our class out in the community for our frequent community based outings. This is just a small introduction to
our class and there will be much more to come from this new program, so look out!!!!

. . Siizanne Rentschler — Hinh Schaal MDS Instriictor

iNutritiCn
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iNutrition is a new program that informs your child about wise food choices, utilizing a cool technology theme.

The Nutrition Group recognizes that good nutrition is important to the physical and mental development of your
student. We are committed to not only provide nutritious meals to your students, but also educating them about
making wise food choices.

We continue to provide Dual Enrollment

Weatherly Middle School Offers American Red Cross Course

The Weatherly Middle School is offering the newly revised American Red Cross Babysitters’
Training course this year during Club Period. The course is designed to give the students skills
and confidence to be great babysitters, plus experiences to help them develop leadership and
communication skills. This program is being funded through a grant received by the Hazleton
Chapter of the American Red Cross.

Pictured are Weatherly Middle School Students Involved in American Red Cross Babysitters’
Training Course in the classroom.
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Encourage your child to look for all the Q in the cafeteria and select foods from each group for a balanced
meal.

Mrs. Francine Holley - Food Service Director



